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About THE DEAD MAN’S BOOT
When leatherback turtles start washing up on Nova Scotia’s South Shore, thirteen-year-old Will is alarmed. The 
deaths seem to be the result of loud underwater explosions Will has been hearing — but who and what are causing 
these explosions? And could there be a connection to the local ship-wreckers who endanger lives in their reckless ef-
forts to plunder disabled boats?

Theories abound, but no one can solve the problem, not even his cousin Harley, because she’s too busy at the sail 
shop. So Will takes it upon himself to investigate, only to end up accused of murder when one of the wreckers, a 
one-legged man, is found hanging in his presence. But Will is not alone in trying to right wrongs; he has the ghost 
of “The Real” McCoy — his great-grandfather and legendary American rumrunner — who helps him navigate perils 
in this high-speed adventure on land and sea.

This dramatic follow-up to the popular The Phantom’s Gold reunites readers with Will and Harley as they try to de-
fend the wildlife, the environment, and their family and neighbours in the historic town of Lunenburg.

About ERIC MURPHY
Eric Murphy spent summers sailing the Ottawa River. After writing his M.A. thesis in Quebec City he worked in New 
York and Paris. He sails when visiting relatives in Halifax, and in Toronto where he lives with his family and their Jack 
Russel, Fitzroy. Eric works as an actor and writer.
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Curriculum
Grade 5, 6, 7 Language (Reading, Writing)

Student Objectives
After reading The Dead Man’s Boot, students should be able to:

•	 Make inferences about texts based on textual evidence.
•	 Draw conclusions based upon implicit information in the text and construct meaning.
•	 Identify literary techniques that help them to understand the text.
•	 Predict and solve unfamiliar words and concepts based on their place in the text.
•	 Explain how elements of the text-narrative, characters, point of view, theme-build upon the text and contribute 

to a reading of it.
•	 Identify how elements of style-world use, sentence structure, differences in dialogue-help to build upon the nar-

rative and make the text convincing.

Getting Started
1. Provide some context on the setting of the book. What is the history of Lunenburg? What is its significance for   
 Nova Scotia? 

2. Consider familiarizing students with sailing/boating terminology. 
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Discussion Questions
1. How does Murphy’s repeated use of sailing terms strengthen the writing?

2. Why might Colby think that his condition is responsible for his mother leaving?

3. What do you think will come of this revelation about Gwen’s family?

4. What interest might the Morashes have in seismic testing?

5. What is it that Will admires Colby for?

6. Why might Morash be poaching the lobster traps?

7. What might Delaney’s connection to the body of Shuck be? Is he implicating himself by mentioning the   
             bottles?

8. Why might Delaney be using Morash to get his work done?

9. Given what we know of the Morash family history, what can we assume happened that led to Gwen’s being        
             here?

10. Though not directly mentioned, will Delaney be punished for his involvement with the Morashes?
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Classroom Activities
•	 Explore sailing terminology and related topics with the class. What do they know of boating? Highlight the dif-

ferences between the different types of boats mentioned in the book. 
•	 Explore the history of Lunenburg. What is it that makes it an appropriate setting for the book as opposed to 

other towns in Nova Scotia?
•	 Consider the use of visual aids to give concrete examples of topics mentioned in the book-a model of a specific 

ship, a lobster trap. 
•	 Using visual aids, have students map out the setting of the book. Where along the coastline might specific 

events have happened?


