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About UNDER THE RADAR

One more year. That’s all Gunnar has to wait until graduation. More importantly, it’s one more year until he’ll feel 
safe to come out.

Gunnar has kept his sexuality a secret — only his twin sister knows he’s gay. Coming out now would make him the 
target of homophobic bullies at his school. But a year is a long time, especially when life starts moving at its own 
pace, and Gunnar meets guys he wants to date.

Set in rural Alberta, Under the Radar is the uplifting story of a teen who dreams of a life in which he can be himself.

About JUDITH CLARK

Judith Clark is a former librarian with a Master of Library and Information Science from the University of Texas and a 
Master of Arts from the University of Arkansas. Clark was born in Arkansas and moved to Alberta in 1997. Under the 
Radar is her first young adult novel.
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Curriculum

Grade 9, 10, 11, 12 English (Compulsory English 9-12, Canadian Literature, Studies in Literature)

Student Objectives

After reading Under the Radar, students should be able to:

• Identify the important ideas and supporting details in texts.
• Make and explain inferences about texts, supporting their explanations with stated and implied ideas from the 

texts.
• Extend understanding of texts by making connections between the ideas in them and personal knowledge, 

experience, and insights; other texts; and the world around them.
• Analyse texts in terms of the information, ideas, issues, or themes they explore, examining how various aspects 

of the texts contribute to the presentation or development of these elements.
• Identify a variety of elements of style in texts and explain how they help communicate meaning and enhance 

the effectiveness of the texts.
• Identify the perspectives and/or biases evident in texts and comment on any questions they may raise about 

beliefs, values, and identity.
• Identify a variety of text features and explain how they help communicate meaning.
• Identify and analyse the perspectives and/or biases evident in texts and comment on any questions they may 

raise about beliefs, values, identity, and power.

Getting Started

• Discuss Canadian LGBTQ+ history. For example, Pierre Elliott Trudeau’s Omnibus Bill (“There’s no place for 
the state in the bedrooms of the nation.”) or the 1981 Toronto Bathhouse Raids. If possible, discuss local move-
ments and events. 

• Introduce/Discuss the four types of allusions.
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Discussion and Essay Questions

• Mr. Clyde believes that Gunnar punching Brody after pulling him off Aidan was going too far. Do you agree? Is 
Gunnar’s punishment fair?

• A number of the bullies in the novel have difficult home lives (e.g. Brody, Caleb). How might that be affecting 
their behaviour towards others? 

• What does Gunnar think might happen if he joins the Gay-Straight Alliance before coming out?
• “Maybe that was why Coach Mac was so hostile. I wasn’t acting the way he thought a queer guy should, like I 

should walk around looking all miserable, eyes on the ground, wearing a big scarlet Q on my chest to show I 
understood the school was doing me a favor by letting me be there.” (p 228-229) What is Gunnar alluding to 
when he says he should be wearing a scarlet Q? Discuss the allusion and its implications.  

• Discuss the author’s use of imagery. 

Activities

• Have the students research an event in Canadian LGBTQ+ history and make a presentation about it to the rest 
of the class.

• GSAs and other organizations like it spread love and support to members of the LGBTQ+ community. Con-
sider having someone from a GSA (or a similar organization) speak to the class. If your community does not 
have something like that, consider starting one.


